Richard H. Blake
September 13, 1939 - February 16, 2013

Richard Harold Blake, a Kroger retiree who pursued a range of avocations including
photography, model railroading, amateur radio, fishing, Web design, genealogy, and
dulcimer playing, died Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2013, in Huntington after a nearly six-year
battle with cancer. He was 73. A Huntington native who attended New York's Nyack Bible
College and managed restaurants in Virginia, Michigan and Pennsylvania before returning
to Huntington in the 1970s, he rose from cashier to front end manager during his nearly 30
years with the Kroger food store chain. His many side interests reflected his true passions,
though. He held the most advanced amateur radio operator license available, served for a
time as webmaster for the KYOWA Genealogical and Historical Society, did audio
engineering for Lewis Memorial Baptist Church, where he attended regularly, and played
with the Tri-State Mountain Dulcimer Society. He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Sarah
Roseanne Fleshman Blake, daughter Kathy Blake Thompson of Seattle, Wash.; son Dr.
Kenneth Richard Blake and daughter in law, Amy Simpson Blake, both of Murfreesboro,
Tenn.; grandchildren Jessica Gayle Thompson of Huntington; Kelly Christine Thompson of
Fredericksburg, Texas; David Andrew Thompson of Kerrville, Texas; Joshua Kenneth
Blake and Justin Richard Blake, both of Murfreesboro, Tenn.; and his brother, Robert Larry
Blake and sister in law Dianne Hagley Blake, both of Barboursville. He was preceded in
death by his mother, Roberta Arline Blake and his father, Milton Harold Blake, both of
Barboursville. Funeral services will be conducted at 1 p.m. Saturday, February 16, 2013,
at Henson Mortuary, Barboursville, W.Va. Entombment will follow in White Chapel
Memorial Gardens, Barboursville. The Family will receive friends from 6-8 p.m. Friday at
Henson Mortuary. The family thanks the staff of the Emogene Dolin Jones Hospice House
for their care and comfort. Online condolences and memories may be shared with the
family by visiting www.hensonmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Memories In The Heart - Author Unknown
Feel no guilt in laughter, he knows how much you care Feel no sorrow in a smile that
he's not here to share You cannot grieve forever, he would not want you to He'd hope
that you can carry on, the way you always do So talk about the good times and the
ways you showed you cared The days you spent together, all the happiness you
shared Let memories surround you. A word someone may say Will suddenly
recapture a time, an hour, a day That brings him back as clearly as though he were
still here And fills you with the feelings that he is always near For if you keep these
moments, you will never be apart And he will live forever locked safe within your
heart
I'm so sorry for your loss! Margie Thompson and Bob, Lisa and Corey Blankschen

Lisa Blankschen - February 16, 2013 at 10:42 PM

“

Memories In The Heart - Author UnknownFeel no guilt in laughter, he knows how
much you careFeel no sorrow in a smile that he's not here to shareYou cannot grieve
forever, he would not want you toHe'd hope that you can carry on, the way you
always doSo talk about the good times and the ways you showed you caredThe
days you spent together, all the happiness you sharedLet memories surround you.A
word someone may sayWill suddenly recapture a time, an hour, a dayThat brings
him back as clearly as though he were still hereAnd fills you with the feelings that he
is always nearFor if you keep these moments, you will never be apartAnd he will live
forever locked safe within your heartI'm so sorry for your loss! Margie Thompson and
Bob, Lisa and Corey Blankschen

Lisa Blankschen of Statesville, NC - February 16, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

so sorry for your loss.thoughts and prayers for all. great neighbors.I remember when
Terry and Kenny camped out in a tent in your back yard one night.I was worried.your
dad said not to worry.we are leaving the window up.it started to rain and thunder,and
Terry came home early.

Ann Wolford - February 15, 2013 at 09:47 PM

“

My wife, Cheryl and I got to k now Richard and his wife, fairly recently through a
seminar type class at L.M.B.C. called "The Truth Project". We also saw him many
times working in the audio booth there at church. Our sincere condolences to Sara
and the rest of his family and friends. We are confident that he is now with the Lord,
and not suffering any more.

We pray for God to give you the peace that only He can give in this time.
Richard & Cheryl Hodge
Richard Hodge - February 15, 2013 at 01:48 PM

“

So sorry to learn of the loss of Richard. WE grew up together through high school. I
remember fondly playing in the lumber yard so many years ago. I know he has
fought the varmits for a long time. He will be missed.

Roy Collins - February 15, 2013 at 01:29 PM

“

I fondly remember Richard, Larry, Birdie and Milton (and Rex), as a child growing up
on Monroe Avenue in Huntington. My family could not have had nicer next door
neighbors and I could not have had better role models. My condolences go out to the
entire Blake family.

Cornelius Williams Jr. - February 15, 2013 at 12:24 PM

“

Our condolences on the loss to your family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Mike & Karen

Mike & Karen Thompson Wilmoth - February 15, 2013 at 12:04 AM

“

My wife, Cheryl and I got to k now Richard and his wife, fairly recently through a
seminar type class at L.M.B.C. called "The Truth Project". We also saw him many
times working in the audio booth there at church. Our sincere condolences to Sara
and the rest of his family and friends. We are confident that he is now with the Lord,
and not suffering any more. We pray for God to give you the peace that only He can
give in this time.Richard & Cheryl Hodge

Richard Hodge of Huntington, WV - February 15, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to learn of the loss of Richard. WE grew up together through high school. I
remember fondly playing in the lumber yard so many years ago. I know he has
fought the varmits for a long time. He will be missed.

Roy Collins of Las Vegas Nevada - February 15, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I fondly remember Richard, Larry, Birdie and Milton (and Rex), as a child growing up
on Monroe Avenue in Huntington. My family could not have had nicer next door
neighbors and I could not have had better role models. My condolences go out to the
entire Blake family.

Cornelius Williams Jr. of Pembroke Pines, Florida - February 15, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Our condolences on the loss to your family. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you.Mike & Karen

Mike & Karen Thompson Wilmoth - February 15, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Sarah you and your family are in my prayers.

Michael Wilson - February 14, 2013 at 08:56 AM

“

Kathy, Family
I am so sorry for your loss. Although I haven't lived in Huntington for many years, I
remember your dad as a man of faith and integrity. May God grant you his peace
during this difficult time. I lost my Mom back in October, it's something you don't ever
get over, you get through it.
Don

Don Wilson - February 13, 2013 at 11:03 PM

“

Kathy, FamilyI am so sorry for your loss. Although I haven't lived in Huntington for
many years, I remember your dad as a man of faith and integrity. May God grant you
his peace during this difficult time. I lost my Mom back in October, it's something you
don't ever get over, you get through it.Don

Don Wilson of Orlando, FL - February 13, 2013 at 12:00 AM

